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Investigations
Within the shipping industry, the
Dutch Safety Board has the legal
obligation to investigate serious
and very serious occurrences
involving
Dutch
seagoing
vessels. This obligation also
extends to the investigation of
serious and very serious occurrences involving or on board
seagoing vessels in Dutch territorial waters. The Dutch Safety
Board carries out these investigations in accordance with the
Kingdom Act concerning the
Dutch Safety Board and the EU
Directive 2009/18/EC of the
European Parliament and the
European Union Council of 23
April 2009, establishing the
fundamental principles governing the investigation and
prevention of maritime accidents. When the Dutch Safety
Board decides that no structural
safety shortcomings are involved
with regard to a serious incident,
a description of the occurrence is
sufficient. The main goal of the
Dutch Safety Board is to prevent
accidents or their consequences
by determining lessons learned
and formulating recommendations. Investigating who is to
blame or liable is expressly not a
part of the investigation by the
Dutch Safety Board.

May 2019 - May 2020
Beyond doubt, the COVID-19 outbreak has had a considerable impact on
your day-to-day life. The virus has affected everyone, worldwide, and has
major economic implications. The shipping sector has also suffered as a
consequence, and not only for economic reasons. Take for example crew
members that were unable to make crew changes because air traffic was
restricted and borders closed. Seafarers who had already spent months
away from home were forced to remain on board even longer. Circumstances
like these place huge demands on body and mind. This crisis has once
again made it clear that the supply of primary necessities of life is of huge
importance to keep our society running smoothly, and that shipping makes
a vital contribution to that process
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Even in these conditions, safety on board ships must remain a high priority.
Working on board ships is always a demanding task, even without the corona
crisis, and the dangers of fatigue and distraction always lie just under the
surface. This extra thick 10th edition of the Shipping Occurrences Report
focuses on the theme ‘Safe watchkeeping’.
After having published ten editions, we are also keen to hear your views
on the Shipping Occurrences Reports from the Dutch Safety Board. Further
details can be found on the last page.
Jeroen Dijsselbloem, chairman of the Dutch Safety Board
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Safe watchkeeping

Accident Investigation Branch (MAIB) 2 concluded that
watchkeeping on both the chemical tanker and the fishing
vessel was below par. On the tanker, an inexperienced
deckhand had been left alone on the bridge by the officer
of the watch. On the fishing vessel, the watchkeeper had
not seen the tanker which was only one mile away, when
he altered course towards it. The chemical tanker was
clearly visible and displayed on the radar.

The bridge of a ship.

Accidents related to watchkeeping
This tenth edition of the Shipping Occurrences Report
provides an excellent opportunity to review occurrences
over the past five years, which are related to watchkeeping.
This underlines how important watchkeeping is for the
safety of shipping.

Watchkeeping on board ships is an intensive task that
requires fitness for duty, competence, alertness and
situational awareness. In the event of diminution of any
of those factors, safety can be threatened. It is with good
reason that international requirements have been imposed
on this activity. In the International Convention on
Standards for Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for
Seafarers (STWC), the requirements that must be satisfied
with regard to watchkeeping are clearly laid down. The
STCW Code consists of a compulsory section (Section A)
and a recommended section (Section B).
In previous editions of the Shipping Occurrences Report,
occurrences have regularly been discussed in which safety
was threatened due to poor watchkeeping. Whether the
cause lay in fitness for duty, distraction during watchkeeping
or a lack of situational awareness, watchkeeping remains a
human task. By complying with the STCW Code, risks can
be mitigated, and safety enhanced.
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On 18 March 2015, the Dutch Safety Board published the
report into the collision that took place on 7 October 2013
between a guard vessel and a fishing vessel.1 The guard
vessel sank, resulting in the death of three crew members.
Factors that played a role in this occurrence were the
presence of insufficient crew members on the bridge, a
bridge watch alarm that did not function (correctly), a poor
watch handover and an incomplete picture of the nearby
shipping. The conclusion was that good watchkeeping,
good situational awareness and a good watch handover
can make a contribution in preventing similar accidents.
On 21 December 2014, on the North Sea, 45 nautical
miles west of IJmuiden, a collision took place between a
chemical tanker and a fishing vessel. The fishing vessel
suffered severe damage and spilled more than eight
tonnes of diesel oil. The lightly damaged tanker was able to
make its way to the nearest port, under its own power. The
investigation that was carried out by the English Marine
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Another investigation into a Dutch vessel3 involved a
grounding on Pentland Skerries in the Pentland Firth,
Scotland. The grounding occurred early in the morning of
18 July 2018. The cause of the grounding was that over
a period of two hours, the ship had deviated from its
planned course, which the officer of the watch had not
noticed. The safety lessons drawn from this investigation
were that the planned course must be maintained and
monitored, without the officer of watch being distracted
from this responsibility. Careful consideration must be
given before manning the bridge with just one person.
When approaching a risky area such as the narrow
Pentland Firth, and at night, manning the bridge by just
one person is insufficient. The report also stated that a
bridge watch alarm system must be switched on while at
sea, and that electronic navigation equipment must be set
in such a way that the officer of the watch is warned of
approaching danger, in good time.
On 10 October 2017, a Dutch cargo vessel ran aground
on the coast of Northern Ireland.4 It emerged that
the captain, who was responsible for watchkeeping,
was apparently drunk at the time, and unable to safely
navigate the vessel. The cargo vessel was able to refloat
itself, and continued its journey, but subsequently proved
to have been severely damaged. Alcohol and working
on board are an unacceptable combination, but fatigue
can also mean that people become less alert and suffer
impaired performance. It is essential that crew members
take (and be given the opportunity to take) sufficient
rest, on time. Fatigue is not only an issue in the shipping
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industry, but is relevant in other transport sectors too, as
concluded in 2005 by the Dutch Safety Board 5.
There is no generally accepted definition for fatigue. In
the List of Human Element Common Terms6 from the IMO,
fatigue is described as follows:

A reduction in physical and/or mental capability
as the result of physical, mental or emotional
exertion which may impair nearly all physical
abilities including: strength; speed; reaction time;
coordination; decision making; or balance.

The STCW Code as a guideline
Safe watchkeeping is crucial to preventing collisions and
groundings, and the resultant risks for people and the
environment. Against that background, the STCW Code
offers guidelines for seafarers. A number of points from
the code are discussed below.
Fitness for duty
Section A-VIII/1 of the Code imposes a number of
requirements relating to rest and fitness of duty of
seafarers on watch duty. Fatigue is always a threat, above
all for those persons involved in the safe operation of the
vessel, a task that carries on uninterrupted, 24 hours a day.
As concerns rest, the Code specifies:

‘All persons who are assigned duty as officer in
charge or as a rating forming part of a watch and
those whose duties involve designated safety,
prevention of pollution and security duties shall
be provided with a rest period of not less than: a
minimum of 10 hours of rest in any 24-hour period,
and 77 hours in any 7-day period’.
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The period of compulsory rest may be divided into
multiple sections, but there must be a single uninterrupted
period of rest of not less than six hours. In addition, there
must never be more than fourteen hours between two rest
periods.
These requirements on rest may only be deviated from in
the event of an emergency or other essential operational
activities. Exercises should be planned in such a way that
rest periods are disrupted as little as possible, and do
not result in fatigue. Rest periods must be recorded in a
reliable log. These minimum requirements on rest periods
are also laid down in the Maritime Labour Convention
(MLC). Within the MLC, all work relating to the vessel is
classified as working hours, so that working outside watch
hours must also be included, even if a vessel is for example
loading or unloading in port. The Transport Working Hours
Decree (Arbeidstijdenbesluit Vervoer) to which all Dutch
vessels are subject, also specifies minimum rest periods.
By maintaining minimum requirements on rest periods, the
risk of fatigue can be reduced, but can nonetheless not be
excluded. The regular awarding of leave, the length of the
leave period and a fair sharing of the workload also play a
role.

By maintaining the rules referred to above, the
risk that fatigue will represent a hazard during
watchkeeping is reduced. Nonetheless, it is no
guarantee that crew members will not become
fatigued. Even if the minimum rules are maintained,
the work remains intensive. After all, a vessel
operates 24 hours a day. There are also other
factors that can lead to fatigue, such as poor
weather conditions, sleeping problems or problems
at home. Account should also be taken of these
elements when deploying staff for watchkeeping.

Keeping a good lookout
The STCW Code emphasises that a good lookout must
be maintained at all times, in accordance with the
International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea
(COLREGS). All available resources must be deployed. The
STCW Code also specifies that keeping lookout must be
the only task assigned, and that no other tasks may be
permitted to distract the lookout.

In daylight, the task of lookout may be carried out
by the officer of the watch, so it is possible to man the
bridge with just one person. Even in daylight, however,
situations can arise in which one person manning of the
bridge is insufficient, and the combination of lookout
and navigational tasks is unsafe. Factors that must be
taken into account include the weather, visibility, the
volume of shipping traffic, the complexity of the sea
area, the proximity of dangers to navigation and the
level of attention required for sailing in or close to a
traffic separation system. In addition, assistance must be
available to immediately join the officer of the watch on
the bridge, if the situation requires.

Keeping a good lookout is crucial and essential
for safe navigation. A bridge manned by a single
person, whereby the officer of the watch combines
the task of lookout with the task of navigator, is
permitted on condition that the situation has been
sufficiently considered. If circumstances change and
the combination of tasks is no longer responsible, a
lookout must be deployed to assist the officer of
the watch.

Voyage planning
In order to ensure good watchkeeping, the voyage must
be well prepared, so that the watch personnel have
access to all relevant information during the watch period.
Poor preparation can make watchkeeping unnecessarily
complicated, and allow unwanted surprises. According to
STCW Code Section A-VIII/2 Part 2 Voyage Planning, the
voyage must be thoroughly planned in advance on the
basis of all relevant information. The planned route must
be checked before the voyage starts. It is up to the captain
to ensure that the route is planned with up-to-date and
correct sea charts and other nautical publications. It is up
to the ship manager to provide the vessel with the correct
and up-to-date information.
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Safe watchkeeping

Ships today are equipped with a digital sea chart
(ECDIS). The use of ECDIS can simplify the tasks
of voyage planning and navigation. However, crew
members must be aware of the risks. In the past, the
Dutch Safety Board7 concluded that the information
provided by ECIDIS must not be overestimated
and that more information is often provided than
the user can process. In addition to ECDIS, all other
possible tools must be used for navigation. Old
techniques are often no longer used and are at risk
of being lost, through the use of ECDIS.

Once planned, the route must be clearly marked on the
charts and voyage planning must be constantly available
for the person keeping watch. Before each course
alteration, the officer of the watch must check the next
section of the route, before it is sailed. If the destination
is altered, or the planned route must be deviated from for
some other reason, a new route must first be planned and
checked, before the old route is left.

Keeping planned routes up to date and checking
their correctness can avoid surprises en route. Even
when sailing a known route, the situation may have
changed, for example on the basis of NAVTEX
messages or Notices to Mariners.

Watchkeeping principles
The STCW Code specifies that the watch must be kept
according to the Bridge Resource Management (BRM)
principles. BRM is based on the Cockpit Resource
Management used in aviation and was developed in
the early 1990s in consultation with shipping operators,
operators’ associations, maritime authorities and insurers.
The primary objective of BRM is to prevent accidents
by training crew members in identifying the presence
of both latent system risks and operational hazards
and irregularities. BRM helps to maintain the effective
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management and use of all human and technical resources
available to the team on the bridge of a vessel that can be
deployed to guarantee the safe voyage. BRM training is an
international requirement for officers that form part of a
bridge team.
The STCW Code specifies that any potential reduction
of the competence or fitness of individuals must be
taken into account in deploying watch personnel, that
all crew members must be informed of each other’s
tasks and responsibilities, that everyone must be aware
of the functioning and use of all necessary devices
and equipment and that information received on the
equipment is shared with all watch personnel. For example,
allowing an inexperienced deckhand to walk the watch
alone is not a sensible deployment of watch personnel.
Moreover, in the interests of safety, all watch personnel
must be able, without hesitation, to call the captain, the
chief engineer or the officer of the watch to account, in the
event of doubt about action to be taken.

All crew members must be aware of each other’s
tasks and responsibilities and account must be
taken of the competence and fitness of individuals
in allocating work. BRM helps prevent accidents by
training crew members to recognize the presence of
latent risks and non-conformities in good time and
to respond appropriately.

Handing over the watch
When the watch is handed over, any information acquired
by the officer of the watch in the previous hours, and the
condition of the vessel must be passed over to the next
watch, so that the new duty watch has a clear picture of
the situation when the watch duty starts. The STCW Code
states that the watch may not be handed over if there is a
suspicion that the person taking over the watch is not fit
for duty. In that case, the captain must be notified. The
officer of the watch taking over watch duty must also have
full night-time vision before taking over the watch. By
discussing the status of the vessel and its location in detail,
the new duty watch can start the duty well prepared and
has sufficient situational awareness.

The sound handover of the watch ensures that the
new duty watch is fully informed of the status of the
vessel and the current situation of the vessel, and
what to expect over the coming period. To ensure
safe watchkeeping, it is essential the new duty watch
feels well, is capable and understands the situation,
before the previous watch leaves the bridge.

Watchkeeping is people work
The above-mentioned occurrences are examples of
situations in which the watchkeeping routine was neither
safe nor acceptable. Fatigue, undermanning of the bridge
and poor voyage planning are often factors that contribute
to incidents. Compliance with the STCW Code contributes
to safe watchkeeping.
Watchkeeping remains people work, that requires full
attention to be maintained. All the technical equipment
currently available cannot replace a human watchkeeper,
and can form a distraction. Crew members must keep a
close eye on one another and call one another to account if
their attention wanes, and it is the task of ship managers to
ensure that crew members are able to maintain a healthy
work timetable with a good balance between focus and
relaxation. After all, it is not just a question of personal
safety but of the safety of shipping in general.

Compliance with the STCW Code contributes to safe watchkeeping.
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Accident
classification

In this Shipping Occurrences Report, the Dutch Safety
Board registers the description of reported accidents on
board ships sailing under the Dutch flag or accidents that
have occurred within Dutch territorial waters and reports
published between 1 May 2019 and 1 May 2020.

Marine incident: an event, or series of events, other than
an accident that has taken place and is linked to shipping
operations that put at risk the safety of the ship, a person
on board or the environment or that would have put any of
these at risk if it had not been rectified.

Each accident is classified according to seriousness. The
categories match EU Directive 2009/EC/18:

Serious injury: injury suffered by a person that has meant
that the person has been incapacitated for work for more
than 72 hours within seven days after the date on which
the accident took place.

Very serious: accident where the ship is a total loss or where
there have been fatal victims or serious environmental
damage.
Serious: accident involving a ship that cannot be classified
as ‘very serious’ and where for example a fire, collision,
grounding, etc. has occurred that has meant that the ship
cannot continue to sail or causes environmental damage.
This category also includes loss of control of the vessel
following a technical failure if the vessel subsequently has
to be assisted into port.

This report lists occurrences from the following categories:
very serious, serious and serious injury. In addition to data
about the reporting period, a multiyear overview is also
included. This provides a greater insight into trends.

Less serious: accident that cannot be qualified as ‘very
serious’ or ‘serious’.
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Figure 3: Occupational accidents linked to the cause of injury Shipping, period 2016 to May 2020.

In the figures above, occupational accidents occupy a key
position. The prevention of occupational accidents has
also been awarded a prominent position in (international)
rules. The international Maritime Labour Convention (MLC
2006), which contains these rules, is viewed alongside the
SOLAS Treaty, the Marpol Treaty and the STCW Treaty
as the fourth pillar of maritime regulations applicable on

board seagoing vessels. MLC 2006 was drawn up under
the flag of the International Labour Organization (ILO).

For that reason, in Figure 5 of this report, occupational
accidents are displayed on the basis of causes of injury.

Greater insight into the nature of these accidents can
assist in increased safety awareness among employers,
employees and other parties in the maritime sector.
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Published reports

The collision of the Bow Jubail was preceded by an
incorrectly issued rudder command. For situations of this
kind, the Bridge Resource Management (BRM) system
was developed in the 1990s. The aim of BRM is to prevent
accidents by training crew members in identifying the
presence of latent system risks and operational hazards
and irregularities (such as incorrectly issued commands).
However, in this accident, BRM failed to act as a safety
barrier. A combination of four factors meant that the Bow
Jubail was punctured at the exact location of the singlewalled fuel tank: the cargo, the water level, the angle of
the collision and the shape of the vessel. Because the
ship’s skin also served as the outer wall of the fuel tank, the
fuel tank was punctured in the collision.

Oil spill, Port of Rotterdam, 23 June 2018
On Saturday 23 June 2018, the chemical and oil tanker
Bow Jubail collided with a jetty at the company LBC Tank
Terminals, in the port of Rotterdam. As a consequence of
this collision, a hole was punched in the ship’s skin adjacent
to the single-walled fuel tank, through which a total of
217.4 tonnes of heavy fuel oil poured into the water.
Following the collision, part of the spilled oil remained
in the 3rd Petroleumhaven, while due to tidal influence,
another part was transported along the river, towards
the sea. As a consequence of the spill, in particular the
3rd Petroleumhaven and the Geulhaven became heavily
contaminated. This also had consequences for the flora
and fauna in the port, as visibly evidenced by hundreds of
oiled seabirds. Preparations were made to shut down the
companies in the port. This would have had considerable
economic and environmental consequences, but was
eventually avoided.
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Bow Jubail. (Source: Odfjell Ship Management)

Immediately following the reporting of the collision, the oil
clean-up operation was initiated. An oil clean-up operation
comprises of two phases: containment (retaining) of the
oil, followed by recovery. For the containment of oil in
the port of Rotterdam, oil containment screens are used.
However, the screens were only able to retain a part of the
oil.
Crisis management was also activated. Fifteen minutes
after the collision, the operation was escalated to GRIP1, and a further forty-five minutes later to GRIP-2, when
it became clear that the spilled oil was predicted to
spread into the river. During the initial phase of the crisis
management operation, essential information was clearly
lacking. There was no direct contact with the vessel,
and it took one and three-quarter hours before a clear

picture of the scope of the spill emerged. There was also
no understanding of the physical and mental condition
of the persons on board the Bow Jubail. Also missing
were aerial images and accurate spread calculations, so
the parties were unaware of the rate at which the oil was
spreading. Once it became clear that the oil had spread a
long distance down the river, the focus was shifted from
an oil clean-up operation to oil recovery. Although this
operation was started quickly, the equipment contracted
for this purpose was insufficient for an oil spill of this size. It
took a great deal of time to obtain this additional recovery
capacity.
The Rotterdam-Rijnmond Security Region, the Port
Authority and Rijkswaterstaat all have statutory tasks
to fulfil in the event of oil pollution on the water:
Rijkswaterstaat as water quality manager, the Port of
Rotterdam Authority as nautical manager in the port
and the Rotterdam-Rijnmond Security Region as the
body responsible for disaster management and crisis
management. The majority of operational tasks in any
oil clean-up operation are the responsibility of the
Port Authority. This incident revealed that the Port
Authority does not have the resources or knowledge to
effectively deal with an oil spill on this scale. This makes
cooperation with other parties essential. The urgent need
for cooperation also applies to the Rotterdam-Rijnmond
Security Region and Rijkswaterstaat, as they too lack the
necessary resources (e.g. ships) to independently carry out
a large-scale clean-up operation for oil or other pollutants
in the port and the surrounding area. During the incident,
the staff of the Rotterdam-Rijnmond Security Region and
the Port Authority were able to cooperate successfully.
Cooperation between these two organizations and
Rijkswaterstaat was much less forthcoming. Cooperation
between these three organizations could be reinforced
by drawing up joint disaster management plans and
organizing joint exercises.

Classification: Very Serious

The Dutch Safety Board published the report on its
website on 12 March 2020.

Man missing after falling overboard
Liepaja, Latvia, 1 February 2019
On 1 February 2019, a deckhand of the Dutch registered
cargo vessel Lady Ami fell overboard in unknown
circumstances, shortly after departing from the port of
Liepaja in Latvia, en route for Klaipeda, Lithuania.
Immediately following the discovery of the man overboard,
a search and rescue operation was initiated, during which
the Lady Ami was assisted by a pilot’s boat and a number
of workboats operating in the area. Despite the assistance,
the victim was not recovered, and as darkness fell the SAR
operation was halted. The victim has been missing ever
since and given the cold seawater, it may be assumed that
the deckhand drowned.
On the basis of this investigation, the Dutch Safety Board
formulated a number of learning points. Seafarers must at
all times be aware of the risk of a man overboard situation.
Even in good weather conditions, the risk of suddenly
falling overboard is still present. If a man overboard
situation does unfortunately arise, the crew must be
able to rely on routine, despite the resultant high stress
levels. This routine can be established by practicing the
relevant procedures. This may increase the probability of
a successful SAR operation. It is also essential that crew
members inform one another of their planned actions and
their position on board, above all at locations where there
is a risk of falling, so that other crew members are aware
of the potential risk. Wearing of a life jacket can accelerate
the relocation of a victim who has fallen overboard,
thereby preventing death by drowning.

The Lady Ami. (Source: Wijnne Barends)

Classification: Very Serious

The Dutch Safety Board published the report on 14
November 2019 on its website.
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Published reports

Grounding in shallows, Westerschelde,
20 June 2019
On 20 June 2019, the seagoing vessel Fast Sam sailing
under Belgian flag was sailing on the Westerschelde
towards the North Sea. The vessel had a river pilot on
board. The passage along the Westerschelde was planned
through the northern fairways Middelgat and Everingen.
Despite it being low tide, there was sufficient water for the
Fast Sam in the fairways.

Fatal trapping on board, Delfzijl,
9 May 2019
On 9 May 2019, during a loading operation in a deepening
area on the North Sea, the Danish workboat Karin Høj
suffered damage to hydraulic hoses controlling the aft
portside propeller, which led to the ship having only one
propeller available. After being towed away from the
deepening area to the Eemshaven, the ship attempted to get
itself to quay. In the attempt, the ship hit the quay with the
stern part, this time damaging the hydraulic hoses controlling
the starboard propeller, which meant that the crew lost
control of the ship.
While the first mate was working to repair the hydraulic
system, he disconnected the wrong hydraulic hose which
caused the hydraulically adjustable cardan shaft to lower, as
pressure was lost. As a result, the first mate became trapped
beneath the cardan shaft, suffering fatal injuries.
The accident was investigated by the Danish Maritime
Accident Investigation Board (DMAIB).

Classification: Very Serious

The investigation report in English is available on the
website of the DMAIB.
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During the passage, the Fast Sam was due to pass buoys
E14, E12A and E12. These marker buoys marked shallows
on the northern side of the fairway. The Fast Sam ran
aground at the fixed position of the E12A buoy on the
ground. Approximately 20 minutes prior to the grounding,
an inland navigation vessel had collided with buoy
E12A. This had cast the buoy adrift. This fact was noted
approximately 5 minutes later by another inland navigation
vessel and reported to the Vessel Traffic Service (VTS)
sector Terneuzen via VHF radio. The VHF radio traffic was
not heard on board the Fast Sam because at that time the
vessel was sailing in another VTS sector and was therefore
listening to another VHF channel. The vessel was not
informed about buoy E12A being adrift, at the moment
that it entered VTS sector Terneuzen. The crew members
on board the vessel failed to notice that the buoy was not
in position. The vessel suffered no damage.
The accident was investigated by the Federal Bureau
for the Investigation of Maritime Accidents (FEBIMA) in
Belgium.

Classification: Less Serious

The report is available on the website of the Belgian FPS
Mobility and Transport.

Crew member suffers serious injury to
hand during mooring, Antwerp, Belgium,
27 October 2019
On 27 October 2019, in the Boudewijnsluis lock in Antwerp
(B), an Indonesian boatswain on board the Dutch chemical
tanker Coastalwater suffered a serious injury to his hand
during mooring.
The investigation revealed that the accident was able
to take place because the boatswain was working
independently on the afterdeck, thereby restricting his
spatial awareness. He was standing with his back to the
mooring line while operating the winch and at the same
time guiding the excess mooring line on the storage drum,
by hand. The victim failed to see that the ship was moving
away from the quayside thereby applying tension to the
mooring line as a result of which his hand became trapped.
A contributing factor in the accident was that only placing
the boatswain at the aft mooring position was considered
sufficient, rather than the two persons specified on board.
The victim was required to both monitor the mooring line,
operate the winch and guide the excess mooring line
around the storage drum.
A second contributing factor to this accident was that the
winch was not equipped with a spring-loaded switch. As
a result, it was possible for the winch to continue winding
in, without operating the switch. When the crew member
became trapped, it was not possible to immediately halt
the winch.
The accident was investigated by the Federal Bureau
for the Investigation of Maritime Accidents (FEBIMA) in
Belgium.

Classification: Serious

The report is available on the website of the Belgian FPS
Mobility and Transport.

Started
investigations

Fatal accident in ship’s hold,
Georgetown, Guyana, 2 September 2019

Fatal accident, Ipswich, United Kingdom,
2 October 2019

In the port of Georgetown, Guyana, on 2 September
2019, one crew member was killed and another crew
member injured on board a Dutch cargo vessel, when the
tweendeck on which they were standing fell into the hold.
The two victims were standing on the tweendeck, while it
was being relocated by the hatch crane.

On 2 October 2019, in the port of Ipswich (UK) a fatal
accident took place on a Dutch cargo vessel. While in port,
the vessel had to be moved backwards over a distance
of approximately 100 metres, in order to make space
for another vessel. During this manoeuvre, three crew
members were present on the afterdeck, including one
trainee. After the vessel appeared to have been moored
in its new position, the aft spring was secured, and two
stern lines paid out. Shortly afterwards, one of the stern
lines broke. The impact of this mooring line caused severe
injury to the left leg of a crew member. The victim was
transported to hospital, where he died of his injuries. The
Dutch Safety Board has initiated an investigation into this
accident.

One of the cables of the hatch crane from which the
tweendeck was suspended broke, as a result of which the
entire assembly, including the crew members standing on
the tweendeck, fell approximately 5 metres, ending up in
the bottom of the hold. During the fall, the other cable
from which the tweendeck was suspended also broke.
The Dutch Safety Board has initiated an investigation into
this accident.

Classification: Very Serious

Classification: Very Serious

The vessel involved.
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Fatal fall from platform, Mumbai, India,
23 November 2019
On 23 November 2019, a deckhand fell from a raised
platform on board a Dutch bulk carrier, resulting in his
death. The vessel was anchored in the roads of Mumbai,
India. At the time of the accident, the deckhand was in
the process of releasing the lashings from a large grab.
The grab was due to be mounted on a ship’s crane for
unloading the cargo. During the work, the deckhand fell
and ended up on a lower deck. He suffered severe head
injuries and in that condition was brought ashore by a
small boat, before being taken to hospital. On his way to
hospital he died of his injuries. The Dutch Safety Board has
launched an investigation.

Classification: Very Serious

12 - Dutch Safety Board

Fishing vessel lost with crew, North Sea
near Texel, 28 November 2019

Fatal accident, Abu Dhabi, United Arab
Emirates, 3 March 2020

Early in the morning of 28 November 2019, a Dutch
shrimper sank approximately 4 NM west of Texel. The
two crew members on board both died. The authorities
were alerted by the automatic activation of the EPIRB
(emergency position indicating radio beacon) and a search
and rescue operation was immediately launched. During
the course of the morning, the vessel was located on
the seabed, approximately 600 metres from the position
where she had last been observed. The Dutch Safety
Board has launched an investigation.

On Tuesday 3 March 2020, a fatal accident occurred
on board a Dutch workboat in the port of Abu Dhabi.
Together with two other vessels, the workboat was in the
process of lifting a submerged discharge pipe. As soon
as the lifting operation was started, a pontoon broke free
from the pipe and was launched upwards. As it rose, the
pontoon hit the chief engineer who died of his injuries
shortly afterwards. The Dutch Safety Board has launched
an investigation.

Classification: Very Serious

Classification: Very Serious

Investigation started
by foreign authority
with the Netherlands
as a state with
substantial interest

Cranes enter water, Rostock, Germany,
31 January 2020
On 31 January 2020, in the port of Rostock, while loading
a Dutch heavy load vessel, two large mobile cranes fell
into the water. After the first of the two cranes had been
placed on board, as the second crane was placed on
board, the vessel started to heel over slightly. As a result
the second crane fell into the water. Due to the heeling
angle, the crane that had already been placed on board
also fell overboard. Two shore workers suffered minor
injuries (broken ankle and shock). The port authorities
immediately activated measures to limit pollution of
the surface water, by installing oil containment screens.

They were unable to prevent a small quantity of oil
escaping from the cranes into the harbour basin. The
damage to the ship was restricted to a broken gangway,
broken vent covers and a broken railing. Part of the port of
Rostock was temporarily closed.
The German Federal Bureau of Maritime Casualty
Investigation (BSU) is investigating the accident

Classification: Less Serious

Grounding following steering problems,
Hoek van Holland, 8 February 2020

Fire in engine room, North Sea,
19 March 2020
On the North Sea, off Ostend, a fire raged in the engine
room of a Dutch cutter suction dredger on 19 March 2020.
The crew was able to bring the fire under control and with
the bow thruster still maintained a speed of 4-5 knots,
enabling the vessel to sail towards Vlissingen, under its
own power. No persons were injured and only the vessel
was damaged. The Federal Bureau for the Investigation of
Maritime Accidents (FEBIMA) in Belgium has launched an
investigation into the circumstances in which the accident
took place.

Classification: Serious

An oil tanker sailing under the flag of the Marshall Islands
ran aground on 8 February 2020 on the breakwater
between the Caland Canal and the Nieuwe Waterweg.
The vessel was en route to the Botlek, from the anchorage.
Two tugboats were dispatched to provide assistance, and
a check was carried out for spillages. No evidence was
found of any escape, and neither the vessel nor the bank
of the breakwater suffered any damage.
The maritime authorities of the Marshall Islands are
investigating the occurrence.

Classification: Serious
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Collision with inland navigation vessel,
Amsterdam-Rhine Canal, 5 June 2019

Collision with lock steps, Antwerp,
Belgium, 14 August 2019

In the night of 4 to 5 June, at around 01.30 hours, the
Dutch fishing vessel BRU-14 Luctor et Emergo collided
with the Dutch inland navigation vessel Traviata, on the
Amsterdam-Rhine Canal. The fishing boat was in the
process of overtaking another vessel when the container
ship Traviata emerged from the opposite direction. The
BRU-14 subsequently collided with the Traviata. The
BRU-14 suffered severe damage to the bow.

In the morning of 14 August 2019, the Andesborg, sailing
under Dutch flag, collided with the permanent set of
lock steps, while manoeuvring in the Boudewijnsluis
lock in Antwerp. The accident happened as a result of
unexpectedly strong winds. A hole of approximately 20
cm was punctured in the ship’s skin in the starboard bow
of the Andesborg. The hole was located adjacent to a void
space in the vessel. As a result of the collision, a section of
the frame behind the ship’s skin was also damaged. The
steps suffered no damage. Following the occurrence, the
vessel was moored at a waiting dock, for inspection and
repair.

Classification: Serious

Collision in the lock, Antwerp, Belgium,
5 June 2019

Collisions

Collision during backing manoeuvre,
Georgetown, Guyana, 9 May 2019
When unmooring from the port of Georgetown on 9 May
2019, the Dutch flagged cargo vessel Vlistdiep collided
with the cargo vessel Copenhagen moored in the port
and sailing under the flag of Antigua & Barbuda. As
the vessel undertook the backing manoeuvre, the bow
thruster failed to perform as a result of the loss of the shaft
generator, whereupon the stern on the starboard side of
the Vlistdiep came into contact with the starboard bow
of the Copenhagen. A hole was punctured in the hull of
the Copenhagen, above the waterline, and that vessel was
badly dented. The Vlistdiep suffered minor damage, in
addition to the already faulty generator.

Classification: Serious

14 - Dutch Safety Board

Classification: Serious

When entering the Boudewijnsluis lock in Antwerp, the
Dutch cargo vessel Vlistdiep collided hard with the lock
wall on 5 June 2019. Upon leaving the loading point, the
bow thruster, the steering equipment and main engine
were tested and found to be operational. At the time, a
force 7 northerly wind was blowing. The captain and pilot
agreed that the vessel would moor on the port side in the
lock. Upon entering the lock, the wind suddenly shifted
direction blowing at between force 7 and 8 from a west
south-westerly direction. The decision was then taken
to moor on the starboard side. When switching the bow
thruster, the unit suffered a blackout. The stern part of the
vessel subsequently slammed hard against the lock wall.
The vessel then returned to the port of Antwerp, to assess
the damage.
The hole in the void space of the Andesborg. (Source: Ship operator)

Classification: Serious

Anchor damaged by collision with buoy,
Brunsbüttel, Germany, 24 December 2019

Collision with platform, Ravenna, Italy,
15 January 2020

As the Dutch tanker Thun Galaxy left the lock in
Brunsbüttel, Germany, on 24 December 2019 under the
supervision of a pilot, a collision occurred with a buoy. The
blinding effect caused by deck lighting on a vessel sailing
in front of the Thun Galaxy may have been a contributing
factor to the late observation of the buoy. In addition, the
vessel was being steered from the bridge wing: both the
captain and pilot were present on the bridge wing; the
ship’s second officer and lookout were on the bridge.
It was dark and drizzling. As a result of the collision, the
anchor on the portside was damaged, and a hole was
made in the portside hawse. The hole was repaired on the
spot, but the anchor remained unusable. The vessel was
granted permission to continue its journey to Amsterdam,
where the anchor was repaired.

In the evening of 15 January 2020, the Dutch cargo vessel
Zaanborg collided with an inactive and unlit platform,
shortly after departing from the port of Ravenna. The ship
suffered damage and returned to the port of Ravenna. The
damage included a tear in the forecastle, well above the
waterline. The platform also suffered damage.

Classification: Serious

Classification: Serious

Occupational accidents

Foot broken by buoy, Hoek van Holland,
16 May 2019
On 16 May 2019, the crew on board the Dutch tugboat
Teddy were carrying out preparations for work on the next
day, which included preparing a number of buoys. Once
the first buoy had been made ready, the sling on a second
buoy that was suspended in the crane broke, causing
the buoy to fall. The buoy bounced sideways and came
into contact with the foot of a crew member. The victim
was taken to hospital with a broken foot. One possible
explanation for the failure of the sling is that the edges of
the lifting eyes in the buoy through which the sling had
been passed were damaged and not smooth. These rough
edges then cut into the sling.

Classification: Serious Injury

Collision with mooring dolphin,
Terneuzen, 5 January 2020
In the night of 4 to 5 January 2020, in the lock in Terneuzen,
the Spanish cargo vessel Ura sailed off course and collided
with a mooring dolphin. As a result of the collision, the
vessel suffered a dent in the bow and a hole in the ship’s
skin, more than three metres above the waterline. The
ship was granted permission to continue sailing to Ghent,
where the damage could be repaired.

Classification: Serious
The buoy on board the Teddy. (Source: ISZW)
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The operator investigated the accident internally. A number
of learning points were identified:

Serious hand injury, Dover Strait, North
Sea, 10 June 2019

1.	
Agree clearly in advance who is in charge of lifting
work, and which signals should be used;
2. Make use of control lines.

On Monday 10 June 2019, a deckhand on board the Dutch
cargo vessel Laganborg was painting in the engine room.
The deckhand was working next to the main engine, when
his hand came into contact with the flywheel of the main
engine. The deckhand suffered severe injuries to his left
hand. The captain called the Radio Medical Service (RMD)
for medical advice. The deckhand was evacuated by the
Belgian coastguard, and transported to hospital in France.

Classification: Serious Injury

Arm broken during mooring, Vlissingen,
4 June 2019
Entrapment during crane operation,
Stellendam, 17 May 2019
On 17 May 2019, a crew member on board the Dutch
fishing vessel SCH-135 Galibier was injured. At the time,
the vessel was in the port of Stellendam, preparing for
drydocking. The work to be undertaken included taking
the life rafts ashore for inspection.
The crane on the foredeck was used to lift the life rafts
shore. It was being operated by a deckhand. Because even
when fully topped out, the crane was only just able to raise
the rafts outboard, the subsequent victim was stood by
the railing. He pushed the runner of the crane outwards,
to release the rafts from the gunwale. He was stood bent
over the gunwale, immediately beneath the crane boom.
At a certain point, the boom of the crane was lowered so
far that the body of the victim became trapped between
the crane boom and gunwale. In response to his scream,
the deckhand immediately once again raised the boom,
releasing the victim. After being released from the
entrapment, he complained about pain in his upper body,
and an ambulance was called. The crew member suffered
a broken rib and trapped optical nerve. He was unable to
work for a week.

On 4 June 2019, a crew member of the Singaporean bulk
carrier Asia Pearl IV was injured during mooring in the port
of Vlissingen. A deckhand’s arm became trapped, breaking
his forearm. The deckhand was treated in hospital.

Before starting the work, the crew had held a work
meeting about the tasks to be carried out. Following this
meeting, the relevant crew members were instructed by
the chief engineer about the various risks in the engine
room, at which point the work was started.
The deckhand was working at a location where there was
no protective screen around the moving part, because of
the presence of the turning gear. During a moment of loss
of balance, the glove he was wearing was trapped by the
flywheel.

Classification: Serious Injury
Classification: Serious Injury

Foot trapped below pallet, Esbjerg,
Denmark, 9 June 2019
A crew member of the Dutch offshore supply vessel
Aeolus suffered an injury to his foot on 9 June 2019, when
it became trapped under a pallet. At the time the vessel
was moored in the port of Esbjerg, Denmark. The crew
member was wearing safety shoes. He was transferred to
hospital for treatment.

Rotation
Painting area

Classification: Serious Injury

The painting area and the rotating flywheel. (Source: Ship operator)
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Finger trapped in door, At sea, 15 June 2019
On 15 June 2019, a steward on board the Dutch passenger
vessel Zuiderdam broke his finger. He was at work cleaning
a balcony. As he went inside, he placed his hand in the
door opening at which point the door slammed on his
finger, breaking the fingertip.

Classification: Serious Injury

Fall from walkway, North Sea, 1 July 2019
The second engineer of the Dutch container vessel
Endurance was planning to repair a light in hold 2, on 1
July 2019. For as yet unknown reasons, while carrying
out the work, he fell from the walkway from a height of 6
metres. He was first stabilised by medical personnel from
a Belgian search and rescue helicopter, before being taken
on deck. He was then winched from the ship and taken to
hospital in Antwerp.

Classification: Serious Injury

Broken finger, Copenhagen, Denmark,
6 July 2019
On Saturday 6 July 2019, an engineer on the Dutch
passenger vessel Zuiderdam broke his finger while
replacing a pressure cylinder in the Davit system. While
transferring the cylinder from the trolley to the storage
area, the cylinder slipped out of the engineer’s hand. In
an attempt to catch the cylinder, the engineer’s right ring
finger became trapped between the cylinder and the
doorpost. Although lifting slings were available for moving
the cylinder, they were not used.

Classification: Serious Injury

Crushed thumb following entrapment,
North Sea near the Shetland Islands,
United Kingdom, 14 July 2019
The fishing trawler SCH-81 Carolien sailing under Dutch
flag was sailing close to the Shetland Islands on the North
Sea on 14 July 2019, when an accident occurred on board
on the vessel’s aft deck. While positioning the fishing
pump the pump tilted, trapping the finger of one crew
member between the fishing pump and the base of the
trawl gallows. After administering First Aid, and contacting
the Radio Medical Service (RMD), the crew member was
set ashore at Lerwick (UK) for further examination in
hospital. The crew member was found to have suffered a
crushed thumb. Because there were no local facilities for
carrying out the necessary operation, the victim was flown
to Aberdeen for further treatment.

Classification: Serious Injury

Unwell in hold, Rotterdam, 15 July 2019
While working in the hold, on 14 July 2019, the Filipino
boatswain on board the Singapore flagged oil/chemical
tanker Nordic Pia became unwell. At the time the vessel
was moored in the Europahaven in Rotterdam. A cargo of
palm oil had just been unloaded. Following completion of
the unloading work, the boatswain was using a squeegee
to clear away the final residue of the product, when he
lost consciousness. The boatswain had to be resuscitated
by members of the terminal emergency response team,
and was subsequently transported to a local hospital.
Measurements by the fire brigade and Port of Rotterdam
Authority revealed no unusual values in the hold. It was
however determined that the temperature in the hold had
reached 55 degrees Celsius.

Classification: Serious Injury

Fall from height, Gothenburg, Sweden,
26 July 2019
On board the Dutch container ship Spirit, a crew member
fell from height while working, on 26 July 2019. The ship
was in the port of Gothenburg, Sweden. The crew were
working to release containers. The crew member in
question was working alone, using a long, heavy tensioning
device, when he lost his balance, and fell to the deck. He
landed on his back, and had to be taken to hospital, for
an operation. As a result of the accident, the safety fence
on the vessel was replaced and improved. The crew also
received instructions to no longer work alone, but always
with two crew members in difficult-to-reach locations.

Classification: Serious Injury
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Fall from height with serious injury,
Rotterdam, 22 August 2019

Fall on deck, Rotterdam,
18 October 2019

The Maltese firefighting vessel Boka Expedition was
moored in the Waalhaven in Rotterdam on 22 August
2019. While shifting cargo using the ship’s crane, the first
mate tripped and fell a distance of 6 metres, from the
upper deck to the lower deck. The cause of the fall was
a misstep by the first mate while issuing instructions. The
severely injured crew member was taken to hospital with
head, leg, neck and back injuries.

On 18 October 2019, an accident took place in the port
of Rotterdam on board the container vessel Mercs Jaffna
sailing under the flag of Sri Lanka. A crew member was
present on the gangway. During loading, a swinging
container caused the crew member to fall, ending up on
the deck. The actual cause of the fall is unclear (tripping
or a shock reaction). The crew member was not hit by the
container. As a result of serious back injuries, the crew
member was taken to hospital.

Classification: Serious Injury

Broken hand, Pacific Ocean,
9 August 2019
On board the Dutch passenger vessel Oosterdam, the
third engineer broke her hand following a fall. The third
engineer had hurriedly entered a narrow space in the
engine room whereupon she fell. As a result she broke
her hand. The location was examined and no irregularities
were discovered. The floor throughout the area was level
and undamaged. The incident took place in the engine
room where the crew member was working alone.

Classification: Serious Injury

18 - Dutch Safety Board

Broken knee following slip, Gulf of
California, 8 October 2019
On Tuesday 8 October 2019, a crew member of the Dutch
passenger ship Oosterdam suffered a knee injury. While
rushing back to the service line after serving a meal, the
crew member slipped and injured his knee. An X-ray taken
in the ship’s hospital revealed a fracture in the knee. The
floor was inspected, but no uneven areas were discovered.

Classification: Serious Injury

Classification: Serious Injury

Fall over cable protector, Rotterdam,
20 October 2019
On 20 October 2019, a crew member lost his balance
when climbing aboard the Dutch wind turbine installation
vessel Aeolus. While transferring from a small step to the
gangway, he tripped over a cable protector placed over
a cable that ran across the deck. As a result of the fall, he
broke his left elbow.

Classification: Serious Injury

Fatal accident in hold during loading, Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil, 22 October 2019
On 22 October 2019, a fatal accident took place in the
hold of the Dutch cargo vessel Muntgracht. While taking
on a cargo of 13-metre-long steel pipes in Rio de Janeiro,
a stevedore became trapped between the wall of the hold
and four of these pipes, each weighing 4,000 kilograms.
It was not possible to place the pipes fully against the
starboard hold wall using the crane. The plan was to roll
the four pipes against the starboard wall of the vessel
and for that reason the pipes had not yet been made fast.
Four stevedores planned to carry out the work by hand,
but were unsuccessful. A fifth stevedore then decided to
ask the crane operator to rotate the crane further towards
the starboard side. As a result the centre of gravity of the
crane was shifted towards the starboard side, causing
the ship to also heel slightly to starboard. The four pipes
then rolled towards the starboard side, before the four
stevedores had been able to escape from between the
pipes. Three of them were able to escape on time. The
fourth became trapped and subsequently died from his
injuries, in hospital.
The entire loading process had been entrusted to local
stevedores. Although the ship’s crane was used for the
loading operation, the crane operator was also a local
dock worker.
Despite this being a very serious accident, on the basis of
an initial investigation, the Dutch Safety Board decided to
not further investigate.

Banged head, Croatia, 8 November 2019
On 8 November 2019, a crew member on board the Dutch
cargo vessel FWN Splendide suffered a head injury while
painting in the bow thruster chamber. As he stood up, his
helmet fell off and he banged his head on the support
bracket for a heating element. He suffered an open head
wound. After obtaining advice via the Radio Medical
Service, he was taken ashore and transported to hospital
in Reijka, Croatia. Examination revealed a large head
wound and light concussion, requiring a week’s rest from
work.

Broken hand, Atlantic Ocean,
26 November 2019
On 26 November 2019, a crew member in one of the
restaurants on board the Dutch passenger ship Zaandam
injured his right hand. The injury was suffered while pulling
a trolley over a threshold. His hand slipped off the trolley
handle, and was trapped in a door. At the time, the ship
was sailing on the Atlantic Ocean. The crew member was
unable to carry out his work for a period of 14 weeks.

Classification: Serious Injury
Classification: Serious Injury

Fall during work on tender, Oranjestad,
Aruba, 8 November 2019
On Friday 8 November 2019, a crew member on board the
Dutch passenger ship Volendam suffered an injury. At the
time, the vessel was moored in the port of Oranjestad on
Aruba. The crew member was working on a tender. The
tender was in a secured position on deck. When stepping
from the tender onto the Davit platform, the crew member
fell through the stair opening onto the deck below, from a
height of around 3 metres. The crew member was holding
an angle grinder, and during the fall, banged his head at
least once. The crew member was taken to hospital on
shore with a severe head injury.

Injury to finger, Falkenberg, Sweden,
26 November 2019
On 26 November 2019, in the Swedish port of Falkenberg,
an accident took place on board the Dutch cargo vessel
Malta Cement. A deckhand trapped his finger between a
metal sheet and a magnet and he had to be transported to
hospital in Malmö, to treat the injury.

Classification: Serious Injury

Classification: Very Serious
Classification: Serious Injury
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It is possible that the chief engineer stepped through
a doorway in the front of the accommodation section at
the precise moment the container was placed on deck,
just in front of the door opening. The operator has taken
measures to prevent similar incidents recurring.

Classification: Serious Injury

Foot injury, Livorno, Italy, 27 November 2019

In the morning of 21 December 2019, the chief engineer
on board the Dutch dredging vessel Delta D intended
to repair a leak in the rear starboard Dragline Winch
assembly. At the time, the vessel was carrying out
transhipment operations in the port of Sas van Gent. To
reach and repair the leak in the hose connection of the
hydraulic system on the assembly, the chief engineer was
using an unrestrained aluminium ladder. He then fell from
the ladder and bruised several ribs. After examination in
the hospital in Ghent, the chief engineer was repatriated
for further recovery. It was in fact unnecessary to use the
unrestrained ladder, because the leak could also have
been reached by the ship’s permanent stair construction.

Classification: Serious Injury

On 27 November 2019, a deckhand on board the Dutch
cargo vessel Trade Navigator injured his foot in the port of
Livorno, Italy. The accident took place during the swinging
on board of the gangway platform. The injuries had to be
treated at the local hospital.

Classification: Serious Injury

Fall from ladder, Sas van Gent,
21 December 2019

The deck where the tank container was placed. (Source: Ship operator)

Entrapment by tank container,
Immingham, United Kingdom,
2 December 2019
On 2 December 2019, the chief engineer of the Dutch
cargo vessel A2B Comfort suffered serious injuries in the
port of Immingham, United Kingdom, when he became
trapped under a tank container that was being placed on
deck. He suffered serious internal injuries and was taken
to the local hospital. The victim was repatriated several
weeks later.

The tank container beneath which the chief engineer was trapped.
(Source: Ship operator)

20 - Dutch Safety Board

On the left the unrestrained ladder used and on the right the
permanent steps on board the Delta D. (Source: ILT)

Finger broken by slamming door, North
Sea, 21 December 2019

Hit in face by air hose, Atlantic Ocean,
8 January 2020

Injury while on fore part, Klaipeda,
Lithuania, 21 January 2020

On 21 December 2019, the Maltese oil tanker Colorado
Star was sailing off the Steenbank on the North Sea, when
the second chief engineer broke the middle finger of his
right hand while inspecting the fire valves on the port side.
The cause of the accident was that when the fire valves
were closed, the pressure difference sucked the engine
room door closed. At that moment, his finger was in the
door opening.

On 8 January 2020, the Dutch cargo vessel FWN Solide
was sailing on the Atlantic Ocean 75 NM to the west
of Porto, Portugal. A crew member was carrying out
maintenance work on one of the ballast tanks. Part of his
preparations included connecting the pneumatic needle
hammer to the air hose, on the poop deck. He then went
to the engine room to switch on the air supply. When he
returned to the poop deck and went to pick up the needle
hammer, the hose broke free, and hit the crew member in
the face, causing injuries to his left eye. He was evacuated
by helicopter, and treated at a local Portuguese hospital.
He then returned home for further treatment.

On 21 January 2020, a deckhand on board the Dutch
cargo vessel Bornholm slipped and fell while making fast
the anchor on the vessel’s fore part. The ship was heading
out to sea from the port of Klaipeda in Lithuania. After
passing the harbour mouth, two crew members made their
way to the foredeck, to make sure the anchors were made
fast for sea. Sea conditions included 3 to 4 metre-high
waves, and as the fore part of the ship plunged into a wave,
water flowed over the foredeck. One deckhand was hit by
the water and slipped. It was immediately clear that the
deckhand had suffered leg injuries and the vessel returned
to the port of Klaipeda. Once in port, the deckhand was
transported to hospital by ambulance.

Classification: Serious Injury

Slip on mopped floor, near the Bahamas,
5 January 2020
On 5 January 2020, a deckhand on board the Dutch
passenger ship Eurodam slipped on the floor of the
officers bar, which he had just completed mopping. The
victim was wearing safety shoes, but this did not prevent
the slipping accident. The victim broke his right hand and
was unable to work for several weeks.

Classification: Serious Injury

Classification: Serious Injury

Injury following slip, near the Dominican
Republic, 20 January 2020
On 20 January 2020, a crew member of the Dutch
passenger ship Amsterdam was working behind the buffet
counter. While still at work, the crew member slipped, fell
over backwards and was knocked unconscious. The internal
emergency response organization was immediately called
out. The victim subsequently regained consciousness,
but could remember nothing of the accident. The floor
behind the counter was wet and slightly slippery due
to the presence of food remains. The victim suffered a
concussion and painful left knee and lower back.

Classification: Serious Injury

Two crew members injured after fishing
gear falls on deck, North Sea,
23 January 2020
On 24 January 2020, while unloading containers at one of
the ECT terminals in the port of Rotterdam, a container fell
from the dock crane onto the deck of the container ship
Alk. The duty officer had to dive to avoid the container
(jump from a height of 2.5 metres) and as a result injured
his leg and knee. He was transported by taxi to a doctor,
who following examination informed him to not return to
work for several days. There was no damage to the ship.
The empty container was damaged on one side. The ship
was sailing under the flag of Antigua and Barbuda.

Classification: Serious Injury
Classification: Serious Injury
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Serious foot injury while hauling in
fishing net, North Sea, 31 January 2020
On 31 January 2020, the Dutch beam trawler UK-382
Janssien was fishing above Northern Germany on the
North Sea (70 to 80 NM from the coast). While hauling in
the fishing nets, one crew member trapped his foot. The
entrapment was so serious that as a result his foot was
separated from his lower leg. The victim was transferred
by German SAR helicopter to a hospital in Groningen.

Eye injury, IJmuiden, 3 February 2020
While cleaning a discharge pipe from the funnel pipe,
the second engineer of the Dutch cargo vessel Looborg
was hit in the face by an air hose. At the time the vessel
was moored in the port of IJmuiden, and the second and
third engineers were at work blow-cleaning the discharge
pipes from the funnel pipe. When it was observed that no
air was escaping from the other side of the pipe, the third
engineer removed the hose from the pipe which then hit
the victim in the face. The crew member was not wearing
safety goggles, and suffered injury to his right eye.

Classification: Serious Injury
Classification: Serious Injury

Injury after avoiding falling container,
Rotterdam, 24 January 2020
On 24 January 2020, while unloading containers at one of
the ECT terminals in the port of Rotterdam, a container fell
from the dock crane onto the deck of the container ship
Alk. The duty officer had to dive to avoid the container
(jump from a height of 2.5 metres) and as a result injured
his leg and knee. He was transported by taxi to a doctor,
who following examination informed him to not return to
work for several days. There was no damage to the ship.
The empty container was damaged on one side. The ship
was sailing under the flag of Antigua and Barbuda.

Classification: Serious Injury

Head injury while working with hatch
crane, Skage Anchorage, Denmark,
1 February 2020
On 1 February 2020, the Dutch cargo vessel Virginiaborg
was anchored in the Skage Anchorage in Denmark. While
preparing for a cargo change, the crew was instructed to
make a series of changes in the hold. The work was carried
out using a hatch crane which on this ship was equipped
with a safety cage, which could be lowered into the hold.
The safety cage was occupied by one deckhand. For
reasons unknown, the line used to maintain the balance of
the safety cage broke free, causing the cage to swing. As
a result, the deckhand banged his head against the side of
the hold. The result was a serious head injury. The captain
contacted the Radio Medical Service. The RMD called in
the Danish Coastguard to carry out medevac by helicopter.
The injured deckhand was transferred to hospital.

Classification: Serious Injury
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Injury and collision following breaking
mooring lines, Antwerp, Belgium,
14 February 2020
On 14 February 2020, during storm Ciara, two deckhands
suffered injuries on board the Dutch seagoing vessel
Vlistdiep. Due to the strong wind, the bow line on the
moored Vlistdiep first broke, followed one by one by
the other mooring lines. As a result, the ship drifted into
another Dutch seagoing vessel, the Beautrader. Both ships
suffered minor damage, which was repaired on site. The
first injured deckhand suffered a bruised hand and the
second a bruised leg.

Classification: Serious Injury

Face injury from grinder, Coruña, Spain,
19 February 2020

Injury to ring finger, Sea of Marmara,
24 February 2020

On 19 February 2020, a crew member on board the Dutch
cargo vessel Juergen K was cutting open a deck hatch
retainer, using a grinder. A piece of the grinder broke off
and hit the face of the crew member. He suffered facial
injuries and was transported to hospital. To carry out the
work, the only item of personal protective equipment the
crew member was wearing was work gloves.

On 24 February 2020, a trainee engineer on board the
Maersk Kimi suffered an injury to his left ring finger when
the discharge pipe he was working on came free, and his
finger became trapped between the pipe flange and a
clamp. As a result, the nail of the ring finger was torn off.
The wound was cleaned and bandaged and subsequently
treated by a doctor, on shore. The trainee engineer was
disembarked, for recovery.

Classification: Serious Injury

Trapped finger, Le Havre, France,
19 February 2020
On 20 February 2020, the Dutch fishing vessel SL-9
Johanna was fishing close to Le Havre, France. A deckhand
on board was in the process of shooting the fishing net.
His right index finger became trapped between the slip
hook and the fishing line. Under examination at hospital, it
was discovered that the finger was broken and a ligament
damaged.

Classification: Serious Injury

Classification: Serious Injury

Injury to lower leg, Rotterdam,
4 March 2020
On 4 March 2020, a crew member of the bulk carrier
Resolute Bay sailing under the flag of the Isle of Man
suffered an injury to his lower leg. When mooring in the
Mississippihaven in Rotterdam, a mooring line became
entangled in the propeller. As a result, the line came under
severe tension, broke free and hit the lower leg of the
victim. The crew member was transported to hospital.

By this stage, the wind had risen to force 6 to 7 Beaufort
from the northwest, and the vessel was positioned
with its starboard side athwart the waves. Following
disconnection, the fish pump was brought back aboard
and secured in position on deck. At that moment, a crew
member shouted a warning of an approaching large
wave and immediately afterwards the large wave broke
over the starboard side of the ship, before continuing on
to the stern part. Most crew members were able to find
a position of safety or hold on tightly, in good time, but
two crew members were caught up by the wave. After the
water had run away, one of the two crew members was
lost from view, and the other crew member called out for
help. The other crew members immediately started to
administer first aid, and the missing crew member was also
quickly found.
By this stage, the first mate on the bridge had sounded
the alarm, the vessel had set an easterly course and
the captain had arrived on the bridge. Radio contact
was established with the Radio Medical Service and
the captain demanded evacuation of the injured crew
members. At that time the vessel was still too far from the
coast for the SAR helicopter, so the vessel headed towards
the Irish coast. The two crew members were eventually
evacuated by helicopter on the morning of 6 March and
taken to hospital.

Classification: Serious Injury

Classification: Serious Injury

Injured during fishing, Atlantic Ocean,
5 March 2020
On Thursday 5 March 2020, two crew members of the
Dutch stern trawler Zeeland SCH 123 were injured while
fishing. As they hauled in the trawl net, the crew connected
the cod end of the net to the fish pump, to pump the fish
from the net on board. When the fish had been pumped
on board, the fish pump was disconnected from the cod
end.
The fish pump on board the Zeeland SCH123. (Source: Ship operator)
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Loss of fingertip following entrapment,
Vitoria, Brazil, 24 March 2020

Crew member between dockside and
ship, Aveiro, Portugal, 16 April 2020

On 24 March 2020, while preparing for loading, the
boatswain of the Dutch ship Jumbo Vision was working
with turnbuckles. At the time the vessel was anchored near
Vitoria, Brazil. At a certain point, one of the boatswain’s
fingers became trapped between a turnbuckle and the
turnbuckle storage tray. The boatswain lost the tip of his
finger as a result. After around 2 hours, the boatswain was
evacuated by boat and taken to hospital for treatment,
before being repatriated.

On 16 April 2020, in the port of Aveiro in Portugal, the
third officer on board the Dutch cargo vessel Sagasbank
fell between the dockside and the ship, while positioning
the gangway. The vessel had just moored. No one saw
the accident happen, because the third officer, working
alone, was positioning the gangway while the rest of
the crew were completing the mooring procedure. At a
certain moment, other crew members heard the sound
of the gangway falling into the water, and saw the third
officer floating in the water, unconscious. Two deckhands
jumped into the water and kept him afloat, after which he
was recovered from the water using a rope. The victim was
transported to hospital in Aveiro, by ambulance, suffering
from severe injuries.

Classification: Serious Injury

Hand injury during tidying work, Doha,
Qatar, 10 March 2020
On 10 March 2020, the third engineer suffered an injury
to his hand on board the Dutch container ship Maersk
Kalmar. At the time, the ship was sailing close to Doha in
Qatar. While tidying the engine room, the engineer’s hand
became trapped between a fire extinguisher and a chain
tackle. As a result, the ligament of his thumb was torn. In
connection with the coronavirus, it was not possible to visit
a doctor in Doha. The first opportunity to visit a doctor
came on 12 March, in Jebel Ali, United Arab Emirates. The
injury was diagnosed following an X-ray. The crew member
was out of action for three weeks.

Classification: Serious Injury

Medical evacuation, Gotland, Sweden,
15 April 2020
On 15 April 2020, the third engineer of the Ro-Ro carrier
Bore Sea sailing under Dutch flag underwent a medical
evacuation. At the time, the vessel was located in the
Baltic Sea, close to the island of Gotland in Sweden. After
carrying out work in the engine room with a grinder, the
plan was for two crew members to return the grinder to
its storage location. While carrying out this action, the
hand of the third engineer ended up beneath the grinder.
He suffered severe injuries to his finger. The evacuation
was carried out by the Swedish Coastguard and the crew
member was taken to hospital on Gotland.

Classification: Serious Injury

Classification: Serious Injury

Severe eye injury, Rotterdam,
Netherlands, 18 April 2020
While pumping cargo on board the Filipino oil/chemical
tanker Horin Trader in dock in Rotterdam, a gasket was
blown on 18 April 2020. As a result, a deckhand was hit in
the face by cargo residue. The emergency services were
immediately activated. The deckhand was taken to the
Maasstad hospital, suffering from serious eye damage. The
cargo was Sodium Hydroxide Solution, a very corrosive
form of soda. The crew member was wearing protective
goggles, but these were insufficiently tight around his
face.

Classification: Serious Injury
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Fire on board

Fire in engine room, Atlantic Ocean,
7 November 2019
On 7 November 2019, the Dutch flagged tugboat Kolga
was towing a part of a wind turbine on a push barge close
to the Cape Verde Islands, when fire broke out in the
engine room. A gasket in the fuel oil system had failed,
spraying fuel oil into the engine room. The oil caught fire,
set alight the engine room, and among others caused a
blackout. The crew attempted to extinguish the fire, but
was thwarted by a failure in the CO2 extinguishing system
and failure of the emergency generator. As a result of the
wind and the blackout, the Kolga collided with the wind
turbine part. Although the Kolga was damaged, there
were no further consequences. Once the fire had been
extinguished, the emergency generator was started up,
and the crew once again took control of the Kolga. There
were no injuries as a result of the incident.
The operator carried out an extensive internal investigation.
The investigation revealed among others that the absence
of spray screens around connections and the lack of clear
regulations regarding this point contributed to the fire in
the engine room. The compulsory training in the use of the
CO2 extinguishing system proved insufficient to recognize
system failure. In addition, the (positive) inspection test
of the extinguishing system did not match the actual fire
situation, in which the system failed. Even following the
investigation, it remained unclear why the gasket failed.

Classification: Serious

The fire damage in the engine room of the tugboat Kolga. (Source: Ship operator)
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Groundings

Grounding during towing, Terneuzen,
28 August 2019
On 28 August 2019, the fully laden cargo vessel San
Antonio, sailing under the flag of the Marshal Islands,
was travelling from Vlissingen to Ghent, assisted by two
tugboats (the Union Emerald and the Annastrand) with
a pilot on board. In the bend approaching the West
Buitenhaven in Terneuzen, the vessel turned too slowly and
the pilot called in the assistance of the tugboats. However,
the rear tugboat pulled harder than its counterpart at the
front so the bow of the San Antonio failed to turn quickly
enough. This resulted in a gentle grounding, with no
further damage. With the assistance of a third tugboat
and later two more tugs, the San Antonio was refloated.
The vessel was able to continue its journey following an
inspection. It is possible that strong currents at the time of
the occurrence played a role.

Classification: Serious
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Grounding of fishing trawler after fouling
net in propeller, Ouddorp, 29 October 2019

Grounding following failure of main
engine, IJmuiden, 15 November 2019

On 29 October 2019, the Dutch fishing trawler WR-181
Elisabeth ran aground on the beach at Ouddorp. The
lifeboat service KNRM in Stellendam was called out to
refloat the trawler. The lifeboat Antoinette was dispatched
to the site of the grounding. A tow line was established
and an attempt was made to refloat the trawler. However,
this attempt at low tide failed and the decision was taken
to wait until high tide. During the course of the morning,
the skipper of the trawler notified the Coastguard Centre
that due to rising swell, the vessel was impacting heavily
on the ground, and water was breaking on board. The
Antoinette returned to the scene and established a new
tow line. After a short time the trawler broke free of the
beach and was towed to the harbour in Stellendam. The
cause was the fouling of the trawler net in the propeller,
during manoeuvring.

Shortly after departing the lock in IJmuiden on 15
November 2019, the chemical tanker Gotland Sofia, sailing
under the flag of the Bahamas, and laden with a cargo of
petroleum, suffered a complete blackout. The main engine
also shut down. Emergency steering allowed the vessel to
narrowly avoid collision with oncoming shipping traffic.
However, as a result of these emergency manoeuvres,
the vessel left the navigation channel, and ran aground.
With its anchor deployed, the vessel was blocking the
entire fairway. As a result, the decision was taken to return
to port, assisted by tugboats. The anchor, which was left
behind, was subsequently recovered.
The vessel suffered no notable damage. During inspection,
all systems were functioning normally. The blackout was
probably caused by old, contaminated fuel, causing filters
and fuel pipes to become blocked. The tanks containing
this fuel were pumped dry and cleaned.

Classification: Serious
Classification: Serious

Grounding due to gusting wind,
Skutskär, Sweden, 9 November 2019
On 9 November 2019, as it left the harbour in Skutskär,
Sweden, the Dutch cargo vessel Helga ran aground on
shallows. The departure from port took place during
poor weather conditions. In the relatively narrow channel
near the port, the vessel, under ballast, was travelling at
low speed when a sudden gust of wind pushed the ship
towards the bank. The vessel ran aground but without
suffering any major damage. After some time, the Helga
was refloated with the assistance of a tugboat, before
returning to the port of Skutskär, for inspection.

Classification: Serious

Grounding and leak, North Sea,
20 November 2019
On 20 November 2019, off Terschelling, close to shallows,
the Dutch shrimper WL-39 Monte Sr., probably with 1 beam
trawl beneath the vessel, ran aground and suffered a leak.
The vessel started heavily making water. A Rijkswaterstaat
buoy-lie vessel was nearby and placed extra pumps on
board. As a result the vessel was kept afloat. Later, two
KNRM lifeboats and a private tugboat arrived at the scene.
The vessel was towed to Stroobos for repairs.

Classification: Serious

Grounding, Nykøbing, Denmark,
21 December 2019

Run aground on breakwater, Rotterdam,
27 January 2020

In the morning of 21 December 2019, the Dutch cargo
vessel Stella Orion ran aground while leaving the port of
Nykøbing in Denmark. After the pilot had come aboard,
the vessel initiated unmooring manoeuvres. At the time
there was no current in the port (neap tide) and practically
no wind. The stern part was released from the quayside,
and the main engine was set to reverse. During this
manoeuvre, the stern part was once again forced against
the quayside. During the second attempt to move away
from the quayside, the stern part was turned away before
the main engine was set to reverse. The stern part easily
moved away from the quayside, but the turn could not be
halted. The crew then observed that the stern part had run
aground. A line was subsequently paid out over the stern,
and sent ashore. After heaving on the line, the vessel broke
free from the harbour bed. The vessel was then remoored.

In the morning of 27 January 2020, the Maltese seagoing
vessel Wilson Ross was en route from the Parkkade dock in
Rotterdam to a mooring in the Centrale Geul Botlek. It was
a dark and foggy morning. The Wilson Ross had a pilot
on board. Around one and a half nautical miles before
the vessel was due to enter the Botlek, requiring a river
crossing, the ship reported to the VTS operator on the
Botlek sector channel.
Two vessels were approaching from Hoek van Holland, which
the Wilson Ross had to take into account, when making its
crossing. The first vessel was an inland navigation vessel;
the second a seagoing vessel. At the suggestion of the VTS
operator, it was agreed that the inland navigation vessel
would first be allowed to pass, before the Wilson Ross
completed its river crossing, ahead of the seagoing vessel.
The crew of the seagoing vessel agreed to this proposal. The
seagoing vessel gave way for the Wilson Ross, by changing
course more towards the northern side of the river.

Divers were subsequently called in to inspect the
underside of the vessel. The inspection revealed that
as well as running aground, the chain from a buoy had
become entangled in the ship’s propeller. The buoy chain
had damaged the propeller and propeller shaft, but not so
severely that the vessel was unable to continue its journey.
It eventually emerged that during the first and second
attempts to unmoor, the current in the port had once
again started flowing. At the time of the second attempt,
a current of 1 knot was flowing, causing the stern part of
the vessel to turn out too far so that the turn could not be
corrected, on time.

Classification: Serious

However, the incoming inland navigation vessel chose a
course more in the centre in the river, to allow sufficient
space for another inland navigation vessel travelling from
the Oude Maas. As a result there was no space for the
Wilson Ross to cross ahead of the incoming seagoing
vessel. In response, the seagoing vessel withdrew from the
agreement, and once again changed direction towards the
starboard bank on the south side of the river.
Buoy chain and buoy anchoring stone wrapped around the propeller
shaft. (Source: Ship operator)

On board the Wilson Ross, the decision was taken to wait
until the incoming seagoing vessel had also passed, before
crossing the river at right angles, and entering the Botlek.
During this crossing manoeuvre, the vessel had to be steered
sharply, to compensate for the ebb current. However, the
manoeuvre was not correctly carried out, and it became
clear on board that the vessel was heading directly for the
Geuldam breakwater. By this stage, the vessel was unable to
avoid running aground on the Geuldam.
Later the vessel was refloated, assisted by tugboat. The
vessel suffered damage to the bulbous bow, and there
was a minor crack in the forepeak tank.

Classification: Serious
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Grounding, Rotterdam, 21 March 2020
On 21 March 2020, after departing from Rotterdam, a
blackout occurred on board the Dutch cargo vessel Eems
Sprinter, when transferring from the generator to the shaft
generator. During the blackout, as a precaution, the vessel
lowered its anchor. Despite this measure, the head of the
vessel ran aground at the entrance to the Waalhaven in
Rotterdam. No intake of water was observed as a result of
the grounding. After some time, the vessel was towed to a
quayside, by two tugboats. Here, the electrical system was
inspected. The blackout on board had been caused by the
malfunctioning of a relay. Following repair, the vessel was
able to depart.

Rudder problems, Wadden Sea,
20 April 2020
On 20 April 2020, the mussel cutter YE-172 Piet Hein
suffered damage to its rudder, on the Wadden Sea, after
it ran aground due to poor weather conditions and low
water levels. At high tide, it became clear that rudder
performance had been impaired so the vessel was unable
to enter the port of Oudeschild, unassisted. Towed by the
KNRM lifeboat, the mussel cutter was taken to Den Helder.
An underwater inspection of the vessel revealed the bent
rudder and broken steering rod.
Classification: Serious

Classification: Serious

Run aground on sandbar, North Sea near
Schiermonnikoog, 29 March 2020
In the evening of 29 March 2020, the Dutch-flagged shell
dredger HA-36 Schillhorn ran aground close to a sandbar,
to the east of Schiermonnikoog. When the keel of the
vessel touched the sandbar, the vessel started to turn,
causing the suction pipe to become stuck beneath the
vessel. This made manoeuvring more difficult. A salvager
towed the vessel until it was positioned above the suction
pipe, which could once again be brought on board.
Under its own power, the Schillhorn then sailed towards
Lauwersoog. Following dry docking, no damage to the
vessel was discovered.

Classification: Serious
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The YE-172 Piet Hein in the port of Lauwersoog.

Spillages

Spilled fuel oil, Rotterdam, 28 March 2020
On 28 March 2020, an error was made during internal
transfer of fuel oil on board the Panamanian reefer Lady
Rosemary, in the Rotterdam port area. As a result, fuel oil
was pumped onto the deck, part of which ended up in the
surface water. The spill was observed by a passing vessel
of the Port of Rotterdam Authority. Containment screens
were immediately deployed and a start was made on the
clean-up operation. Eventually, 2,000 litres of fuel oil were
spilled into the Waalhaven.

Classification: Serious

victim, on board. Fifteen to twenty minutes following the
arrival of the KNRM lifeboat, the alerted SER helicopter
also arrived at the ZK-37. However, despite all their best
efforts, the victim died at the scene. Subsequently, the
cause of death of the fisherman was determined as heart
failure.
It was not possible to determine whether the fisherman
was washed overboard as result of heart failure or whether
heart failure occurred as a result of falling overboard.
The Dutch Safety Board has however called for greater
alertness to situations in which crew members on board
vessels consider themselves insufficiently ‘fit for duty’, and
urge them to immediately inform other crew members of
their condition.

Damage

Anchor punches hole in ship’s hull, North
Sea, London Array Windfarm, United
Kingdom, 17 July 2019
On 17 July 2019, the Dutch tugboat Dutch Pearl suffered
damage while working on the London Array Windfarm on
the North Sea. The damage was caused while raising and
shifting anchors, when one of these anchors ended up
beneath the tug following a change of course, puncturing
a hole in the hull close to the stern. The result was a leak
in the steering gear compartment. The vessel was towed
with tugboat assistance to a shipyard in Dordrecht. Here
the hole was sealed and cables and installations replaced.

Classification: Very serious
Classification: Serious

Falling overboard

Fatality while fishing, North Sea near
Schiermonnikoog, 1 October 2019
In the afternoon of 1 October 2019, one of the two
crew members of the Dutch shrimper ZK-37 Aldert van
Thijs was killed, while fishing for shrimps, north of the
Wadden Island of Schiermonnikoog. Conditions at the
time included strong winds and rough seas. When the
shrimper was hit by a high wave, the crew member was
washed overboard. He ended up in one of the fishing
nets. The skipper was able to pull the crew member back
on board, assisted by fellow shrimp fishermen who were
working nearby. However, by this stage, the crew member
was barely responsive. The KNRM launched the lifeboat
from Lauwersoog and made an attempt to resuscitate the

The ZK-37 in the port of Lauwersoog.
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Hole in hold wall caused by grab, Port
Alfred, Canada, 22 December 2019

Leak as a result of cavitation, North Sea,
17 March 2020

During unloading work on 22 December 2019 in Port
Alfred, Canada, the grab of a crane punched a hole in the
wall of the hold of the Dutch seagoing vessel Americaborg.
As a result, ballast water from the adjacent tank poured
into the hold. There were no personal injuries, and the
hole was repaired in situ.

On the evening of 17 March 2020, the bilge alarm sounded
on board the Dutch sand suction dredger MNO Zeezand.
The vessel was en route with a cargo of sand from the
extraction location near Den Helder, towards IJmuiden.
Following an inspection of the engine room, two holes
were discovered in the front engine room bulkhead,
through which water was pouring.

Classification: Serious

The crew was able to make provisional repairs to seal the
holes, and continue the journey to IJmuiden for repairs.
Following further investigation at the yard, deep cavitation
pitting was discovered at various locations throughout the
bilge. A number of panels were replaced in the bulkhead,
and an investigation was carried out by the owner into the
cause of the cavitation.

Classification: Serious

The hole in the wall of the hold through which water can be seen spraying in. (Source: Ship operator)
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Technical failures

Main engine failure, Atlantic Ocean,
1 July 2019
On 1 July 2019, on board the Dutch cargo vessel
Alamosborg, a connecting rod from the main engine
was forced violently through a sump cover. Parts of the
defective unit were flung around the engine room. At the
time, the engine room was unmanned and there were no
injuries as a result. The Alamosborg was left drifting on
the Atlantic Ocean, 250 NM from the Azores, Portugal.
The weather was favourable, and there was sufficient food
and drinking water on board. Several days later, the vessel
was towed to Algeciras, by a tugboat from Southampton,
United Kingdom. Parts of the main engine required
replacement. The cause of the problem with the main
engine remains unknown.

Rudderless due to engine problems,
Atlantic Ocean, 16 August 2019

Rudderless due to drive problems, Bristol
Channel, United Kingdom, 19 August 2019

On Friday 16 August 2019, on the Atlantic Ocean around
600 NM from the western coast of Ireland, the Dutch
cargo/container vessel Onego Rio lost all engine power,
and was left floating rudderless for several days. The
vessel was en route from Panama City (US) to a destination
in Europe. There were 12 crew members on board. Tug
assistance proved necessary. A tugboat that had set sail
from Ireland arrived at the Onego Rio on Monday evening.
It took a further five days to reach a safe haven in Ireland.
The vessel was towed to Bantry Bay (IE) for damage
assessment and repair. The damage was caused by a
broken connecting rod.

During a journey from Belfast, Northern Ireland to
Ipswich, United Kingdom, the Dutch cargo vessel Arklow
Resolve suffered drive problems approximately 80 NM
from Milford Haven in the Bristol Channel (UK). Tugboat
assistance proved necessary, and the vessel was towed to
Swansea. Further investigation by the operator revealed
that several teeth had broken off the clutch plates in the
gearbox. The cause was poor alignment of the gearbox.

Classification: Serious

Classification: Serious

Classification: Serious

Damage to engine, Denmark, 19 July 2019
On 19 July 2019, the Dutch fishing boat UK-19 Marja Netty
was sailing in Danish waters when it suffered major engine
damage. An exhaust valve punctured the turbo blower.
In Thyboron, Denmark, all pistons were replaced and the
damage was repaired.

Classification: Serious
Damage to the main engine. (Source: Ship operator)
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Blackout, North Sea, 11 September 2019
On Wednesday 11 September 2019, the Dutch cargo vessel
Panta Rhei was en route from Kunda in Estonia to Vlissingen,
with a cargo of 3058.2 tonnes of wood pulp. In the morning
the vessel was sailing along the southwestern channel of
the traffic guidance system when it suffered a blackout in its
shaft generator. The officer responsible for the engine room
immediately went below to assess the situation. He saw a
burst of sparks between the main engine and the reversing
gear. He immediately reported the situation to the bridge.
The captain then went below to try to identify the cause.
From the entrance to the engine room, he also saw flying
sparks, and decided to return to the bridge, to initiate an
emergency stop on the main engine. By this stage, the
emergency generator had automatically started up, thereby
at least correcting the blackout situation. After the main
engine had been shut down, the crew started to investigate
the cause. They discovered pieces of metal used as filler

in the flexible section of the reversing gear. They judged
this to be a repair they could not carry out themselves and
called in tugboat assistance. At the time of the occurrence,
wind conditions were force 5-6 south-westerly. The tugboat
arrived early in the evening, and towed the vessel to
Vlissingen, for unloading.

Classification: Serious

The Panta Rhei heading for Vlissingen, under tow. (Source: Maritimephoto.com)
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Technical defect following maintenance,
North Sea, 12 September 2019

Engine problems, Las Palmas, Spain,
18 October 2019

Engine problems and near-stranding,
Westerschelde, 12 December 2019

On 12 September 2019, the Dutch beam trawler UK-184
Josephina Maria set sail to fish, following replacement of
the shaft main bearings. During the very first fish haul,
which demanded considerable power output from the
main engine, the exhaust in the shaft started to vibrate
violently. There was also smoke development in the engine
room and the turbine intake and outlet were glowing
red-hot. The engine was subsequently shut down and the
vessel was towed by tugboat, to Harlingen, for repair.

On 8 October 2019, the Dutch-flagged vessel Happy
Dover was towed into the port of Las Palmas by tugboat,
after having left the same port a short time previously.
Around thirty minutes after leaving Las Palmas, the main
engine failed and could not be restarted. Investigation
by the crew revealed that the cylinder head was leaking
cooling water. During the tow back into harbour, and in the
subsequent hours, this cylinder head was replaced with a
spare head, so the vessel was able to depart once again,
the next day. Further inspection of the cylinder head
revealed a crack in the exhaust valve seat.

On 12 December 2019, the Liberian-flagged tanker
Azurite suffered engine problems. The vessel was at risk
of running aground near Terneuzen. The stranding was
however avoided thanks to the assistance of two tugboats.
Assisted by five tugboats, the vessel was then towed to
the Put van Terneuzen, where repairs were carried out.

Classification: Serious

Classification: Serious
Classification: Serious

Broken lubricating oil pipe, North Sea,
5 October 2019
On 5 October 2019, the Dutch chemical tanker Coastalwater
suffered engine problems while on the North Sea. Due
to the failure of the main engine, the vessel was forced
to set anchor. Observing smoke and a burning smell in
the engine room, the general alarm was sounded. An
investigation revealed no fire. The source of the smoke
was the turbocharger on the main engine. The crew initially
considered continuing the journey to Rotterdam at reduced
power, with the turbocharger switched off. However,
after metal particles were discovered in the lubricating
oil filter and since it was uncertain whether these had also
originated from the turbocharger, the decision was taken
to have the vessel towed. Further inspection of the main
engine revealed that a lubricating oil pipe to a camshaft
bearing had broken free. The camshaft was damaged due
to the lack of lubricant. This in turn disrupted the timing of
the cylinders, causing the main engine to shut down. The
turbocharger was also damaged. A leaking gasket allowed
lubricating oil to enter the turbocharger outlet, where it
caught fire, leading to smoke production. The turbocharger
suffered minor damage; the camshaft had to be replaced.

Engine problems, Kalmarsund, Sweden,
18 November 2019
On 18 November 2019, the Dutch cargo vessel
Vancouverborg suffered engine problems. At the time, the
vessel was sailing in the Kalmarsund in Sweden. Initially the
vessel set anchor to carry out a further inspection. When
on-site repairs proved impossible, the vessel was towed to
port in Oskarhamn, for further investigation and repairs.
The damage to the main engine was caused by the failure
of a main shaft bearing.

Classification: Serious

Classification: Serious
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Engine problems, Italy, 15 December 2019
In the evening of 15 December 2019, the engine room
fire alarm was sounded on board the Dutch cargo vessel
Beaumare, and the vessel suffered a blackout. The alerted
chief engineer visited the engine room, while the captain
informed the Italian coastguard that he had shut down
the main engine and the vessel was temporarily not under
command. The captain informed the coastguard that the
vessel was suffering turbocharger compressor problems
in its main engine. Following the blackout, auxiliary power
was restored. In the engine room, the chief engineer
discovered burned pieces of air filter, and eventually
found an oil leak in the turbocharger compressor. After
consulting head office, the decision was taken to deploy a
tugboat to tow the vessel to port, because the problems
could not be dealt with on board. Due to the water depth,
the vessel was unable to anchor up and while waiting
for the arrival of the tugboat, the vessel remained adrift.
The weather conditions were calm, with a force 3 southeasterly wind.
The tugboat arrived one day later, and towed the ship to
the port of Bari (Italy). In port, a service engineer was able
to replace the damaged compressor and turbocharger
with a reconditioned part.

Classification: Serious

Not under command, North Sea,
15 December 2019
On 15 December 2019, the Cyprus-flagged bulk carrier
Handy Stranger lost command after passing the pier at
IJmuiden. Tugboat assistance was required. The vessel
was subsequently towed towards IJmuiden.

Classification: Serious
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Engine problems, Brevik, Norway,
15 December 2019
On 15 December 2019, as the Dutch cargo vessel Shetland
attempted to leave the port of Brevik in Norway, the ship
suffered a blackout. The ship ran aground on the rocky
seabed, but following the grounding was able to return to
the port of Brevik, under its own power, accompanied by
a tugboat. The crew inspected the vessel and discovered
a leak in the forepeak. When a team of divers carried out
further inspection, the forepeak was indeed discovered to
have been punctured, and four cracks were found in the
bulb. Temporary repairs were carried out and approved by
the classification society. The vessel then unloaded, and
was placed in dry dock, for repairs.
The manufacturer of the main engine went on board to
investigate the cause of the unexpected failure of the
main engine. The investigation revealed that the oil mist
detector had issued a false alarm, causing the engine to
shut down unexpectedly. The underlying cause in the
system could not be discovered on board. The oil mist
detector was replaced with a new part, and extensively
tested in the presence of a surveyor from the classification
society. The old detector was returned to the manufacturer
for investigation.

Classification: Serious

Engine problems due to faulty
crankshaft, Bay of Biscay, Spain,
29 December 2019
On 29 December 2019, the Dutch cargo vessel Yvonne K
suffered engine problems when located 8 NM north of
Ribadeo, Spain. The engine problems were caused by a
technical problem with the crankshaft and a piston ring. A
tugboat was dispatched to tow the vessel to Aviles, Spain.

Classification: Serious

Collisions following technical problems,
Rotterdam, 17 January 2020
At around midnight in the night of Friday 17 to Saturday 18
January 2020, the chemical tanker Atlantis Amora, sailing
under Maltese flag, collided with three moored inland
navigation vessels. The accident was the result of problems
with the operation of the adjustable propeller. Without
having been adjusted, the propeller switched from neutral
to full astern, and then to full ahead. The problem was
repeated a further two times, before the crew on board
switched to the backup system. An investigation later
revealed that the problem was caused by a defect in the
PCB. When the main PCB was tested, the speed setting
once again ran out of control. This did not apply to the
backup system.
The Atlantis Amora suffered severe damage to the stern
part. Holes were punched in the hull, above the water line,
in at least three places. Two of the three inland navigation
vessels were forced onto the slope of the harbour basin,
where they became stuck and suffered severe damage. At
high tide, they were able to refloat themselves.

Towed following engine problems, North
Sea, 2 February 2020

Collision in lock following technical
problems, Lelystad, 14 February 2020

In the morning of 2 January 2020, the Coastguard Centre
received a notice via AIS that the Dutch trawler UK-237
Grietje Bos was under tow, by the trawler UK-136 Drakkar.
Due to engine problems, the UK-237 was no longer
able to operate under its own power. The towing line
subsequently broke when the vessels were sailing in the
middle of the German Bight traffic separation system. The
tow connection was re-established, and the two vessels
set sail for Harlingen. The Emergency Towing Vessel (ETV)
Guardian operated by the Coastguard accompanied the
trawlers to Terschelling.

In the night of Thursday 13 to Friday 14 February 2020,
a collision took place in the Houtribsluis lock in Lelystad,
between the seagoing vessel Bonita, sailing under
Latvian flag, and the Dutch inland navigation tanker
Noordereiland. Both vessels suffered severe damage
after the propeller refused to shift into reverse thrust on
the seagoing vessel, when a connecting rod between the
control mechanism and the gearbox became dislocated.
As a result, the Bonita first collided with the lock wall
and then the inland navigation vessel, which in turn was
rammed against the lock gate. There were no personal
injuries; there were no spillages. The tanker was carrying
edible oils.

Classification: Serious
Classification: Serious

Engine problems, Patras, Greece,
5 February 2020
On 5 February 2020, the Dutch cargo vessel Prudence
suffered engine problems while leaving the port of Patras,
Greece. At the start of the evening, the vessel left the port
of Patras assisted by a tugboat, and with a pilot on board.
As the ship reversed out of port, the main engine shut
down. At that moment, the vessel was travelling at a speed
of 2.1 knots. The pilot immediately contacted the port
authority to dispatch a second tugboat and the anchor
was deployed to further reduce speed. Assisted by the
second tugboat, the vessel was towed to an anchorage.
When the chief engineer inspected the fuel filters of
the main engine, one of the two filters was found to be
blocked, and there was water in the system. After cleaning
the filter and draining both the day tank and the rest of the
system, the problem was corrected and the main engine
could be restarted.

Classification: Serious

Faulty fuel pump, Brest, France,
22 February 2020
On 22 February 2020, the Dutch seagoing vessel
Missouriborg experienced problems with a fuel pump in
its main engine. After the vessel had been manoeuvred
out of the shipping lane, the propulsion system was shut
down. On the instructions of the French coastguard, the
vessel was towed to a bay south of Brest by the tugboat
VSN Sapeur, where it could safely set anchor. One of the
high-pressure fuel pumps was found to be faulty, causing
the temperature of the main engine to rise. Once the
vessel was at anchor, spare parts and engineers were flown
in, and the vessel was repaired. The vessel once again set
sail on 25 February.

Classification: Serious

Classification: Serious
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Faulty roots blower, North Sea,
24 February 2020
On 24 February 2020, at the start of the evening, on the
North Sea, an unusual noise and vibrations were observed
in one of the roots blowers in the engine room on board
the Panamanian guard vessel Glomar Commander. After
reducing speed and running the engine at idle, the chief
engineer concluded that the noise was being caused by
the bearings in the aft roots blower. At a certain point,
smoke development was observed in the engine room
and the main engine was shut down by emergency stop.
An investigation found no fire, but the smoke had been
caused by the melting of the elastic drive link between the
two blowers. It was decided that the problem could not
be repaired on site. The Glomar Commander was towed
to Harlingen after handing over her tasks as guard vessel.

Classification: Serious
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Lost cargo

Lost containers, North Sea,
11 February 2020
On 11 February 2020, the Dutch container ship OOCL
Rauma lost a total of seven containers at three locations
north of the Wadden Islands. The vessel had departed
from Kotka in Finland, and was en route to Rotterdam. At
the moment that the OOCL Rauma lost its containers, it
was sailing in westerly force 9 to 10 wind conditions. The
OOCL Rauma is 169 metres long, 27 metres wide and has
a capacity of 1425 TEU. At the moment it lost containers,
the vessel had already adjusted its route and speed.
The vessel was stood off approximately 23 NM above
the Wadden. The vessel was swinging through an arc of
40 degrees. Containers on deck were doubly lashed as
compared with the specified requirements in the Cargo
Securing Manual.
The content of the containers included rolls of paper and
milk powder. Large quantities of paper subsequently
washed ashore along the Danish coastline.

Classification: Serious

The Rauma north of the Wadden Islands. (Source: Netherlands Coastguard)

Shipping Occurrences Report - 37

Readers survey
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To improve the quality of our Shipping Occurrences
Report, we are keen your hear your opinion. Scan
the QR code below or visit the website at
https://tinyurl.com/ROS-survey2020 for the questionnaire.
This will be available until 15 September 2020.
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The Dutch
Safety Board
in three
questions

What does the
Dutch Safety Board do?

Who works at the Dutch
Safety Board?

Living safely, working safely, safety. It
seems obvious, but safety cannot be
guaranteed. Despite all knowledge
and technology, serious accidents
happen and disasters sometimes
occur. By carrying out investigations
and drawing lessons from them,
safety can be improved.

The Board consists of three
permanent board members under
the
chairmanship
of
Jeroen
Dijsselbloem. The board members
are the public face of the Dutch
Safety Board. They have extensivve
knowledge of safety issues. They also
have extensive administrative and
social experience in various roles.
The Safety Board’s bureau has
around 70 staff, two-thirds of whom
are investigators.

In the Netherlands the Dutch Safety
Board investigates incidents, safety
issues and unsafe situations which
develop gradually. The objective of
these investigations is to improve
safety, to learn and to issue recommendations to parties involved.

DUTCH
SAFETY BOARD

Visit the website for more information
www.safetyboard.nl.

What is the
Dutch Safety Board?
The Dutch Safety Board is independent of the Dutch government and
other parties and decides for itself
which occurences and topics will be
investigated.
The Dutch Safety Board is entitled to
carry out investigations in virtually all
areas. In addition to incidents in
aviation, on the railways, in shipping
and in the (petro-)chemical industry,
the
Board
also
investigates
occurences in the construction sector
and healthcare, for example, as wel
as military incidents involving the
armed forces.
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Colofon
This is a publication of the Dutch Safety
Board. This report is published in the Dutch
and English languages. If there is a
difference in interpretation between the
Dutch and English versions, the Dutch text
will prevail.
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